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Sanjeev Kumar, LFs.
Principal Chiel Conservalor of Forests

: : Government of Jharkhand
I ﬁad“ 4 Forest, Environment and Climate Change Deptl,
& Head of Forest Force ]

~| Van Bhawan, Doranda, Ranchi - 834002

Message

The growing impacts of climate variability are deeply felt by all,
particularly to vulnerable communities, making collective action and community-
led stewardship more important than ever. In this context, meaningful
engagement with local communities emerges as a cornerstone of resilient and
inclusive development.

It is encouraging to know that 'EKAM Samman' is celebrating the
contributions of changemakers who strive to do such impactful work. EKAM
Dialogue-Samvaad se Nirmaan will help in strengthening their vision and
commitment to sustainable progress.

1 extend my best wishes to all the awardees for their inspiring
contributions to climate resilience, community empowerment and sustainable
developent. Initiatives like these, reinforce the value of grassroots leadership
and strengthen the pathway to inclusive, long-term development.

I:i;z*r;w*i%“""’

(Sanj Kumar)
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Chairman

Task Force, Sustainable Just Transifion
Govemment of Jharkhand

Message

Changemakers and innovators play a pivotal role in advancing social development
by translating ideas into impactful action, empowering communities, and driving
practical solutions at the grassroofts.

| am delighted to notfe that 'EKAM Dialogues — Samvaad se Nirmaan’ has been
initiated to felicitate changemakers from Bihar, Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand, and
Odisha. | extend my heartfelt congratulations and best wishes to all the
changemakers being honoured through ‘EKAM Samman’.

Their confributions are particularly significant in the context of climate resilience,
where local knowledge and community-led inifiatives form the foundation of
stronger, adapftive, and future-ready societies.

Such efforts resonate strongly with the vision of Viksit Bharat, anchored in inclusive,
sustainable, and environmentally responsible growth. They also reflect the principles
of sustainable just tfransition—ensuring that development pathways are equitable,
participatory, and leave no one behind.

A K. Rastogi, IFS ( refd.)
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PRINCIPAL CHIEF CONSERVATOR OF
FORESTS,WILDLIFE & CHIEF WILDLIFE
WARDEN,JHARKHAND, RANCHI-834002

Ravi @au;iaﬂ.lps

Ph. :0651-2481744 (Off.)
: Mob, :9431142808
Feaus weane  E-mall : poci-wildlife@gov.in

Message

Efforts led at the grassroots level are crucial in strengthening
ecological balance and fostering resiient communities. By
nurturing  sustainable  livelinoods, encouraging locally  driven
solutions, and reinforcing the harmony between people and
nature, these initiafives confribute meaningfully to regional and
national developmeni. Delighted to know that EKAM Dialogues-
Samvaad se Nirmaan echoses the same.

| extend my heartfeli congratulations fo all the changemakers
being felicitated through 'EKAM Samman'. Their exemplary
contributions foward climate resilience, sustainable development,
grassroots innovation, and community empowerment stand as
inspiring models of responsible stewardship and people-centric
progress.

The work of these changemakers reflects the true spirt of
sustainable development—where progress is measured not only in
economic terms, but also in the well-being of ecosystems and
communities alike.

As India moves forward on its journey towards Viksit Bharat, such
endeavours highlight the importance of inclusive growth,
environmental responsibllity, and collaborative action.

(Ravi Ranjan)

<
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India Climate
Collaborative

Message

EKAM Dialogues - Samvaad se Nirmaan deserves appreciation for initiating a
solution-driven discourse on key themes of sustainable development and climate
resilience. By creating a platform for shared learning and action, EKAM Dialogues
can shape a more inclusive and sustainable path of development.

It is heartening to know that grassroots changemakers from Bihar, Chhattisgarh,
Jharkhand, and Odisha are being recognised for their remarkable work in climate
resilience, sustainable development, grassroots innovation, and community
empowerment through EKAM Samman.

| am hopeful that these efforts are contributing immensely to helping communities
adapt to climate challenges while strengthening local livelihoods and protecting
valuable natural resources.

Warmly,
Shloka Nath
CEO, India Climate Collaborative (ICC)

it

27



AT PaAE CF v Pice BIe Toareaac is
i songea sifiee i E worsit Saedie (2ie)
Ramapati Kumar et T Center for Environment and
Chiaf Executive Officer Energy Development (CEED)

IR, N, sxfigs ik Rer oS gf-aer aRa & avg T 3 ey g § s
FEayof e T & | TIPS TaTae & Wayg, diegioe wu § fifde s area wwraa &
afdgef & g7 o1 o srefeerarean, Saf geam i sheRRe Rrore o Forgd) uere Fed @ ¥
AT WY AT FAT 3T FATI e oY 30T e ¥, 99 5 Tl F I91e ¥ wollel garer
A TN TaTaIe T goIfy & STY 3T 99 He O §

it weof 3 ‘wowr srIreTe - dare & Rafor o smevier DY Wee vwar ¥, o dae Taf T
st &7 si<r oigl, afew arar Rider sive we-frafor o wad ufthar ¥ | ser 3 ardia o efiw,
afaner o genfaeit sie srfder @ el #r sisar ¥

T STIGTo 3T URadaadisi B FImferd wea FT UH Ha ¥, foraat ufagar sie gwefe
GATST 3 TGoTT BT TE ¥ | Uh FIAT I WUVWT 5 ST BN TaITHh 3G § [ Bre-8Ie uarer
e yore o3 uRada @ smae 9o ¥, 98T 5 AT UEs, 39 IodR ATIH YTT IedeeT
Ernind

58 Frefoar 3 woafora oY o TE wnfl Rpfardt sroare stergee, add e, weftet sarare
3 TrrafRe wafRpaer & a5t 3 dRoneras wef FY T ¥ | 39 v 7 Fae TaTeter
et & oitaer 3w SeorT o €8 ¥, afes daiter e o oft orfer ¥ 9 ¥ | it derdroet

I ifds FgorFaTg!

Wt ued s@r Rrame @ sie wvrg wedt ¥ 7 dofter Rrorer & orfler Rrorer & smameRier ¥ | oier
& Tr Ao 5o ¥, oY 9E QR ¥ar A Wy e Rewar A gRRBaa wear ¥ | g gof Rearer ¥
&% uoar sTaoToe s ufther & Roref ud wamerer & ey wrefe 2vorerer ¥ @ aeue o

ng

Ramapati Kumar

a2
LR

29



Foreword

At a time when the urgency of climate resilience and sustainable livelihoods is increasingly shaping global and local discourse, the stories of changemakers and do-gooders offer a
powerful reminder: enduring solutions are often rooted in the ground realities of communities themselves. Drawn from lived experiences, local knowledge systems, and cultural traditions,
their journeys can illuminate how resilience is not merely conceptualised, but practised—every day, in diverse and meaningful ways.

EKAM Dialogues-Samvaad se Nirmaan brings together a constellation of voices that both shape and reflect the realities of India’s resource-rich eastern and central heartlands—Jharkhand,
Chhattisgarh, Bihar, and Odisha. These regions, long integral to the nation’s ecological balance, cultural richness, industrial prowess and economic fabric, are also at the forefront of
navigating complex development and climate challenges. Within this context, EKAM Dialogues emerges as a platform grounded in the spirit of oneness—connecting people, practices, and
perspectives to reimagine pathways for inclusive and resilient development.

Under the aegis of EKAM Dialogues, EKAM Samman is a thoughtful facilitation of individuals whose work strengthens the intrinsic relationship between communities, culture, and the
natural environment. It celebrates changemakers who, through their dedication and vision, are shaping pathways of transformation that are deeply local, yet widely relevant. By honouring
these efforts, EKAM Samman underscores the critical importance of locally rooted initiatives in driving sustainable and resilient regional development.

By nurturing sustainable livelihoods, encouraging community-led innovations, and reinforcing the harmony between people and nature, these changemakers are contributing meaningfully
not only to regional progress but also to broader national priorities of Viksit Bharat@2047.

These initiatives foster a sense of shared responsibility, inspire community participation, and contribute to long-term, systemic change. Their work is especially significant in the context of
climate resilience, where local action and indigenous knowledge systems form the bedrock of adaptive, inclusive, and future-ready societies.

This endeavour is a tribute to their inspiring journeys—stories and moving anecdotes that remind us that transformation is most powerful when it is inclusive, grounded, and driven by the
collective strength of communities.
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CHAPTER 1

EKAM Dialogues: &are & forarfor
Concept & Philosophy
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EKAM Dialogues: Samvaad se Nirmaan

EKAM Dialogues emerges from a simple yet profound idea - oneness. Not as an abstract ideal, but as something lived, felt, and practiced across people,
places, and possibilities.

Rooted in India’s eastern and central heartland - Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh, Bihar, and Odisha, EKAM is shaped by regions that have long sustained the
nation’s cultural, ecological, and economic fabric. These landscapes are not peripheral to India’s story; they are foundational to it. Here, dialogue begins
with listening - deeply, patiently, and with intent. EKAM brings together communities, changemakers, practitioners, policymakers, researchers, and youth to
collectively reflect and respond to the realities of our time. In recognising shared histories and interconnected futures, EKAM invites a reimagining of
development - one that is resilient, inclusive, and grounded in the strength of the regions themselves.

EKAM Dialogues : Oneness in Action

EKAM Dialogues is not a moment - it is a process. A space where the past informs the present, and the present shapes what comes next. It is designed as a
living continuum of reflection and action, where ideas are not only exchanged, but evolved.
At its core are two interwoven movements:

© Samvaad - conversations that are intentional, inclusive, and solution-oriented.
© Nirmaan - the act of building together, shaping pathways that are rooted in context and responsive to the future.

Within this rhythm, EKAM becomes more than a convening. It becomes a space where:
© diverse perspectives meet without hierarchy
© regions articulate their own narratives
© ideas are shaped through trust, dialogue, and shared purpose

Here, oneness is not declared - it is practiced through participation.

One Platform, Diverse Voices
EKAM Dialogues brings together a constellation of voices that shape and experience the realities of India’s resource-rich heartlands.

From policymakers and public institutions to private sector leaders, from academic and research communities to civil society organisations, each brings
a distinct lens to the table. Alongside them are grassroots changemakers and indigenous knowledge holders, whose lived experiences anchor the dialogue
in authenticity and place. Artists, storytellers, and cultural practitioners expand the imagination of what resilience can mean, while philanthropy and impact

funders help translate ideas into sustained action.

What emerges is not just a gathering, but a shared ecosystem - where those who design systems and those who live within them engage as equals.
Rooted in Samvaad and moving towards Nirmaan, EKAM becomes a space where diverse leadership converges to shape pathways for inclusive,

region-led transformation.
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CHAPTER 2

UbhH SaAdTel

Honouring the Voices of Resilience from

India’s Heartland

EKAM Samman

Honouring the Voices of Resilience from India’s Heartland

Across the landscapes of Eastern and Central India, resilience has long been shaped not only by policy or institutions, but by the
quiet efforts of individuals within communities. Farmers who adapt to changing seasons, artists who preserve cultural memory,
teachers who inspire stewardship of forests, and local leaders who mobilise people to protect the resources around them - these
are the changemakers who sustain the region’s living traditions of resilience.

EKAM Samman is a recognition instituted under EKAM Dialogues that recognises such individuals whose work strengthens the
connection between communities, culture, and the natural environment. Their initiatives may begin modestly, a song sung in a
village gathering, a craft revived in a small workshop, a symbolic thread tied around a tree, but over time these actions grow into
movements that inspire collective responsibility and long-term change.

At a time when conversations around climate resilience and sustainable livelihoods are becoming increasingly urgent, the stories
of these changemakers remind us that solutions often emerge from the ground up. Rooted in local knowledge, cultural traditions,
and community participation, their journeys offer powerful examples of how resilience is built in practice.

Through EKAM Samman, we celebrate these individuals not only for their achievements, but for the values they represent - care
for the land, commitment to community, and the belief that meaningful change begins with local action. EKAM Samman brings
these stories to the forefront - celebrating those whose work reflects courage, stewardship, and a deep commitment to people and
place. By acknowledging these changemakers, EKAM seeks not only to recognise individual contributions but also to spotlight the
powerful local knowledge and community leadership that shape pathways of adaptation and resilience across the region.

These pages bring together some of the remarkable stories from the heartland, stories that remind us that the future of resilience
is already being shaped, quietly and steadfastly, by those closest to the land.
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What EKAM Samman Ensues

EKAM Samman honours individuals whose work bridges climate adaptation, livelihood generation, ecological stewardship, and
community leadership. The recognition celebrates those who have strengthened the resilience of communities through sustained
grassroots action, cultural preservation, or innovative approaches that respond to environmental change.

Beyond felicitation, EKAM Samman also aims to document and amplify the journeys of these changemakers, ensuring that their
experiences become part of a wider narrative on regional resilience.

The Process Behind Recognition

Changemakers recognised through EKAM Samman are identified through a rigorous, multi-layered selection process designed to
ensure credibility, depth, and regional relevance.

The process begins with nominations and recommendations from CEED’s network of partner organisations and institutions across
the regions. These are followed by an internal screening to assess alignment with EKAM’s focus on resilience, livelihoods, and
community-led change.

Shortlisted individuals are then engaged through one-on-one conversations, enabling a deeper understanding of their journeys,
values, and lived experiences.

The final selection is undertaken by an independent external committee, comprising diverse experts and stakeholders, ensuring a
balanced and credible evaluation.

Through this process, EKAM Samman recognises not just impact, but the integrity, commitment, and rootedness that define
meaningful change.

*
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Jharkhand

Aparna Kumari
Renewable Energy Innovator |
Founder, ARD Electricals |

Leader, “Kumari Girls”

“In a small village of
Bokaro, she turned
sunlight into opportunity,
empowering women,
powering homes, and
lighting the path toward
a cleaner future.”

In Dantu village of Jharkhand, where access to reliable energy has long been a challenge, Aparna Kumari chose to
reimagine what rural communities could achieve. As a young student, she believed that villages need not remain passive
consumers of energy, they could become producers of clean, sustainable solutions.

With this vision, she founded ARD Electricals and began building a grassroots model of renewable energy
entrepreneurship. What started as a small initiative soon grew into a movement led by local women - the “Kumari Girls”.
Today, Aparna and her team manufacture LED bulbs, assemble solar lighting systems, and repair electrical equipment,
bringing affordable and reliable energy solutions to surrounding communities. Her work goes beyond access, it creates
skills, livelihoods, and confidence among women and youth.

From powering homes to enabling farmers and small enterprises, her journey reflects how clean energy can become a
catalyst for both climate resilience and community transformation.

2.92P
e
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Driving Clean Energy Solutions

e Produced 20,000+ LED bulbs and 1,500 solar lighting devices

e Promotes decentralised renewable energy in rural communities

e Developed solar innovations including vendor lights, dryers, and emergency devices
e Supported farmers in accessing solar irrigation under PM-KUSUM

Community Impact

e Trained 30+ women and youth in solar and electrical skills

e Facilitated solar installations in community spaces and public infrastructure
e Mobilised 200+ villagers in clean energy awareness and action

e Enabled green entrepreneurship and local livelihood opportunities

Sustainability & Innovation

e Introduced energy-efficient solutions for rural processing (e.g., solar dryers)
e Promotes circular practices such as recycling plastic into eco-bricks
e Strengthens climate resilience through accessible, low-cost technologies

e

1)

~

Recognition

e Featured by UN Women in 75 Women Leaders in India

e Showcased during the G20 Summit as a model of women-led climate action

e Recognised as a Climate Champion by National Youth Climate Consortium (UNICEF-supported initiative)
e Winner, Eco Innovation Awards (2025) and Runner-up (2024)

e Featured in national media including Doordarshan, Scroll, and The Times of India

e Represented Jharkhand at the India Skills Competition 2024

e Serves as the “Voice of Vocational Education” for Lend A Hand India /

Leadership & Roles

e Founder, ARD Electricals, Bokaro
o Leader of the women-led group “Kumari Girls”
e Renewable energy entrepreneur and grassroots innovator

A Message for the Future

Aparna Kumari believes that energy access is the foundation of opportunity. Her vision is to build energy-secure
communities where clean technology powers not just homes, but livelihoods, dignity, and a more resilient future.

2,99
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“20,000+ LED bulbs,

1,500+ solar devices-

powering homes and
possibilities.”
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= In the coastal landscapes of Odisha, where wetlands are lifelines for both ecology and livelihoods, Ashok Kumar Raut %5 \
O has emerged as a committed grassroots environmental advocate. Witnessing the steady degradation of traditional Recognition
water systems, he joined hands with a collective of retired professionals to initiate a sustained effort to restore and
protect the Asrukhola wetland ecosystem, turning concern into coordinated action. e Led one of the region’s most significant community-driven wetland restoration efforts through the q?z;?,g,o
. ovs 5A0
As a key member of the Asrukhola Development Council (ADC), established in 2021, Ashok Kumar Raut has Asrukhola Development Council T . . dﬁki‘?
played a central role in driving the restoration of the Asrukhola—Sukpaika wetland system e Successfully enabled government convergence and institutional backing for large-scale ecological
’ restoration
(13
What began as a local initiative has evolved into a large-scale ecological restoration effort spanning a 63 km stretch. ¢ /SrDe((::es dleln tpf(())lrnz trri?t%rricljoZgﬁmﬁﬁi?;%lfe?j”\?villiralgcniztneadgzymzhni Drainage Authority, setting a 63 km resz‘c'Jr'ed. ¥180
Sgsiﬁr?:;r:/gorgfga; (ra]:(g?rr;(sjed from an initial 4.7 km to 58 km, involving extensive cleaning, desilting, and an average o Recognised as a strong example of how citizen-led initiatives can influence policy, funding, and crore mOb[[[.SBd, One
P yors. : environmental governance / Communll’y-led
Through a convergence-bhased approach, ADC has successfully mobilised government support and aligned multiple ) movement."
public agencies to scale the initiative. With a long-term vision, the council aims to position Asrukhola as an Leadersh|p & Roles
internationally recognised serpentine wetland.
e Core Member, Asrukhola Development Council (ADC)
228, e Grassroots environmental advocate for wetland restoration
oviElo e Community mobiliser promoting collective ecological action
o
Ashok Kumar Raut “e8v
Wetland Conservationist | . .
Community Mobiliser Restoring Water, Restoring Systems A Message for the Future
e Restored degraded wetland ecosystems through desilting, cleaning, and revival of natural water flow Ashok Kumar Raut believes that wetlands are critical to sustaining life, livelihoods, and ecological balance.
o228, e Strengthened biodiversity habitats and ecological balance across the wetland landscape \ A Protecting and restoring them is not just an environmental need, but a shared responsibility for the future.
",',;{i"ﬁ;::: e Improved water retention and hydrological functions critical for climate resilience 7
“When a wetland is :
) - Community Impact
restored, it doesn’t just
br[ng back water - it e Revived 4.7 km of drainage (Phase I) with a %15 crore investment and secured approval for 58 km
. restoration (Phase II) with Y165 crore
revives ecosystems, e Improved water availability, supporting agriculture and local livelihoods
llvellhOOdS, and the e Strengthened community awareness and participation in wetland conservation
balance that sustains \ 22820
TR
them.” ¢
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Bhau Rao Godbole

Traditional Healer | Biodiversity
Conservationist | Keeper of
Indigenous Knowledge

“In the forests of Bastar,
he protects not only the
plants that heal, but also
the knowledge that keeps
forests alive.”

In the forested landscapes of Bastar, where healing traditions are deeply rooted in nature, Vaidyaraj Bhaurao Godbole
has dedicated his life to preserving both biodiversity and the wisdom that sustains it.

A traditional healer by lineage, his knowledge of medicinal plants was passed down through generations. Over time, he
witnessed many of these valuable species gradually disappearing from the forests. Rather than letting this knowledge
fade, he chose to act.

Through years of observation, learning, and community engagement, he began conserving rare medicinal plants and
documenting their uses. One of his most significant contributions is the creation of a medicinal plant seed bank, ensuring
that these species can be preserved and regenerated for the future.

His work bridges ecology and health, demonstrating how traditional knowledge systems can play a vital role in sustaining
both forests and communities.

Conserving Medicinal Biodiversity

e Protects and cultivates rare medicinal plant species of Bastar
e Established a medicinal plant seed bank for long-term conservation
e Preserves indigenous knowledge linked to forest ecosystems

Community Impact

e Promotes awareness on conserving medicinal plants and forest habitats
e Encourages sustainable harvesting practices among local communities
e Strengthens the connection between traditional healing and ecological stewardship

Knowledge & Ecology

e Safeguards intergenerational knowledge of herbal medicine
e Demonstrates the role of indigenous practices in biodiversity conservation
e Links community health with the preservation of natural ecosystems

Leadership & Roles

e Traditional healer and medicinal plant conservationist
e Grassroots leader in biodiversity preservation in Bastar

A Message for the Future

Bhaurao Godbole believes that forests heal when their knowledge is protected. His vision is to ensure that both

Recognition
e Recognised at state and national levels for contributions to traditional healing and biodiversity
conservation
e Acknowledged for preserving rare medicinal plant species and indigenous knowledge systems
medicinal plants and the wisdom they carry continue to sustain communities for generations to come. ]
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“200+ rare plants
documented—protecting
both forests and their
wisdom.”
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B)D In the dense forests of Bastar, where livelihoods and identity are deeply intertwined with nature, Damodar Kashyap has %F5%°
= spent a lifetime nurturing a quiet yet powerful idea that communities are the true custodians of forests. Recognition
qe]
g Belonging to the Bhatra tribal community, he witnessed both the richness of these ecosystems and the growing pressures « Featured in the Social Science curriculum of Chhattisgarh Board of Secondary Education a2p
) they faced. Rather than waiting for external intervention, he turned inward to community wisdom and collective action. « Recognised for contributions to forest regeneration and community stewardsyhip %ﬁjjg_%
b))
In Sandhkarmari village, he led the revival of degraded forest land through the Thengapalli system, a traditional model
of shared responsibility. Villagers came together to protect, monitor, and sustainably manage their forests transforming “ H
depleted landscapes into thriving ecosystems. Leadership & Roles 23)450}//$eac,{?atl?£ S[ercégte(;‘feh(flip"
_ What began as a local effort has since inspired neighbquri_ng villages, demonstrating how indigenous knowledge and o Advocate of the Thengapalli community forest protection model turning tradition into a
\ community governance can restore both ecology and livelihoods. e Unopposed head of the village panchayat for 35 years model fOI’ reszllence.”
Q99 e Grassroots conservation leader in the Bastar region
oo
. . Ee°
Community-Led Forest Conservation
A Message for the Future
e Regenerated over 240 hectares of degraded forest
Damodar Kashyap ° |§$¢;/\I/\éi(tjstnfetr:ld;:lﬁ:agnhdenfgr?qiltl:azyssutggi2;{3?52:5%?};?;32;8 Damodar Kashyap believes that forests thrive when communities lead their protection. His vision is rooted in a
. [ ] . . .
Community Leader | Forest Guardle_m | . Strengthensgbiodivergity anpd ecosystem resilience simple truth, that sustainable futures are built when people and nature grow together.
Advocate of Collective Stewardship
Environmental Impact piy
Sk ‘ Vi
2. \ ’,
°E5e° e Improved groundwater recharge and local water availability > 6 , 5
e Supports sustainable harvesting of forest produce (mahua, tendu, chironji) \ “ < A et a /
“In the forests of e Demonstrates long-term ecological restoration through community stewardship N\ - 0 d
Bastar, he proved that - N IQL o Q) eLd oféf“;f%
when communities Community Impact — X (¥ . e
“a ~ e 3
protect the forest, the o Strengthened collective decision-making and local governance A { AN ” Q@
forest protects thefuture_” o Secured forest-based livelihoods for village households
e Inspired neighbouring villages to adopt similar conservation models
a23fo
S55°
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Jharkhand

Dr. Manoj Kumar
Teacher | Environmental Steward |
Community Mobiliser

“Some plant trees for
shade; he plants them for
the future - one sapling,
one hope, one forest at
a time.”

In the forested landscapes of Jharkhand, where communities have long lived in close relationship with nature,
Dr. Manoj Kumar chose to dedicate his life to restoring what was gradually being lost. A teacher by profession, he has
spent decades shaping young minds in classrooms, while quietly nurturing a larger mission beyond them.

As he witnessed the steady decline of green cover across Hazaribagh and neighbouring districts, the loss felt both
ecological and deeply personal. Rather than accept it, he began with a simple act, planting a sapling, with care and
intent. What started as an individual effort grew steadily over time. Over the past twenty-five years, Dr. Manoj Kumar

has planted and nurtured thousands of trees, transforming barren stretches into living, breathing green spaces. His work,
rooted in patience and persistence, gradually evolved into a collective movement, bringing together students, villagers,
and volunteers to take part in restoring their environment.

Today, fondly known as “Bargad Baba,” he carries a vision that extends beyond individual plantations. He imagines entire
districts - Hazaribagh, Chatra, and Ramgarh, thriving as green, resilient landscapes where communities and nature
coexist in balance.

Through sustained action and quiet leadership, Dr. Manoj Kumar has shown how one person’s commitment can grow into
a shared responsibility, turning small acts of planting into long-term pathways for ecological restoration

Sk
TG5Ee \

Restoring Landscapes, One Sapling at a Time

e Planted and nurtured over 8,000 saplings across Jharkhand over 25 years

e Advanced ecological restoration through consistent, long-term plantation efforts

e Promotes a vision of greener, climate-resilient districts across Hazaribagh, Chatra, and Ramgarh

e Demonstrates the power of sustained individual action in environmental conservation /

Community Impact

e Mobilised students, volunteers, and local communities in plantation drives

e Inspired collective ownership of environmental stewardship

e Encouraged youth to engage with sustainability as a shared civic responsibility

e Strengthened awareness around the role of green spaces in livelihoods and well-being

)
O
Gab
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Recognition

e Prabhat Gaurav Samman (2025) recognising contributions to social and environmental causes

e Environmental Conservation Honour (2022) at the Piplantri Festival, Rajasthan

e Certificates of Appreciation (2008-2023) from institutions including Birsa Agricultural University,
Jharkhand State Pollution Control Board, Department of Forest, Environment and Climate Change
(Iharkhand), and District Administration, Hazaribagh

)

Leadership & Roles

e Professor and Environmental Advocate
e Grassroots leader promoting community-led tree plantation initiatives
o Widely known as “Bargad Baba” for his enduring commitment to nurturing trees

A Message for the Future

Dr. Manoj Kumar believes that every sapling planted today carries the promise of a more resilient tomorrow. Through
collective effort and sustained care, he envisions landscapes where communities actively participate in protecting

and restoring the ecosystems that sustain them.

2,99
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“25 years. 8,000+ trees.
One man’s mission
became a community’s
movement.”
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m In the agrarian landscapes of Banke Bazar block in Gaya district, where farming sustains everyday life, Dropadi Devi %F5%° \
emerged as a powerful force reshaping the role of women in rural economies. A resident of Saifganj village, she Recognition
witnessed how women’s contributions to agriculture often remained invisible, limited by lack of access, opportunity,
and decision-making power. Determined to change this, she began mobilizing women through collective, agriculture-led o Established as a leading example of women-led cooperative entrepreneurship in Bihar, with her model Q29
initiatives grounded in cooperation and self-reliance. 5= . o . . ’ oritle
frequently referenced in discussions on rural livelihoods and gender-inclusive development oiie
Dropadi Devi serves as the President of the Adarsh Mahila Vikas Swawlambi Sahkari Samiti and leads th_e Women Farmer ¢ Eg(r:t(i)gr[])laszgnb%/ndaeg\:?(iﬁIIJ'[Treenatr:réslilutEjl;[jli?\ngssilns(’:[la%rr]aej:)sl:ao?r:i(;]rfwte\,gs:]:g:i?gotl:)(l)lllé Qﬁvlz;ge-scale women
Producer Company in Banke Bazar. Through these platforms, she has brought together women farmers into self-help e Her leadership has helped position Banke Bazar as a growing hub for women-driven agricultural “12, 000+ women tralned,
groups and cooperative networks focused on agriculture-based livelihoods. enterprise and community-led economic transformation 550 lakh+ turnover
Working in a region shaped by both social and economic challenges, she enabled women to step into farming, / buzldmg Women-[ed rura[
entrepreneurship, and leadership roles. Through training programmes in mushroom cultivation, lemongrass farming, . eConOmies ”
and allied agricultural practices, thousands of women have built sustainable and independent sources of income, Leadershlp & RO[ES ’
transforming not just livelihoods, but local economies.
e President, Adarsh Mahila Vikas Swawlambi Sahkari Samiti, Banke Bazar, Bihar
;?éfg’,o e Leader, Women Farmer Producer Company, Banke Bazar, Bihar
qie \ e Grassroots advocate for women’s empowerment through agriculture
Dropadi Devi Collective Pathways
Women'’s Collective Leader | . . . _ A Message for the Future
. e Promotes climate-resilient crops like lemongrass and mushrooms that require less water and adapt
Agricultural Entrepreneur

to marginal lands
e Encourages diversified farming practices that reduce dependency on traditional cropping systems
e Strengthens sustainable agriculture models suited to local ecological conditions

Dropadi Devi believes that when women gain access to land, knowledge, and collective strength, they don’t just
transform their own lives - they reshape the future of entire communities.

990
5 g % .
“She didn’t just bring Community Impact
women to the ﬁelds, she e Trained over 12,000 women in agriculture-based livelihoods

e Mobilised 1,090+ women farmers into cooperatives and producer groups :
brought them to the e Developed 20 acres of collective lemongrass cultivation in Bela village .
forefronl’ of power, e Enabled the Women Farmer Producer Company to achieve X50 lakh+ annual turnover -
. e Supported women to earn ¥5,000-36,000 per month, improving household stability and agency °
income, and \_ & -

"%- -

decision-making.” B .
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g In the remote Saranda forests of Jharkhand, where access to education remains limited, Francis Munda chose to bridge %F5%°
= a gap that many had long accepted. A young community teacher from West Singhbhum, he began teaching in Rangring Recognition
g village, an isolated settlement where formal schooling had yet to reach.
- . - - . _ o2
His classroom is not defined by walls, but by intent. Every day, Francis walks nearly 20 kilometres through forested ¢ zgﬂg:trii?\ by West Singhbhum district administration on Independence Day for contributions to rural %‘%jjg_’«:@
terrain to reach his students. When he began in 2019, just 38 children attended. Today, over 60+ children from nearby dse
villages gather to learn, many of them first-generation learners.
. “ _ H H
In aregion with minimal infrastructure, Francis teaches not only literacy and numeracy, but also awareness, confidence, Leadel’Shlp & RO[ES 20 kms a day brmgmg
and a sense of possibility. His work extends beyond the classroom, encouraging families to value education and helping ec_!uc?tton fo ﬁéSt'gegeZ'
children imagine futures beyond the limits they were born into. e Community Teacher, Rangring village, West Singhbhum ation learners beyond the
e Grassroots educator supported by Aspire and Tata Steel Foundation [CISZ' mtle’)’/
Through quiet persistence, Francis Munda is not just teaching lessons, he is building the foundation for long-term e Youth leader advocating education in remote tribal regions
resilience in one of India’s most remote communities.
239
o A Message for the Future
%50
. Education in the Last Mile Francis Munda believes that education is the foundation of resilience. By nurturing young minds in remote forest
Franms Munda communities, he hopes to build a generation that can shape its own future while protecting its roots.
Community Teachel’hl Grassroots e Provides access to education in a remote forest region with no prior schooling infrastructure
Educator | Youth Leader e Walks nearly 20 km daily (round trip) to ensure uninterrupted learning
e Supports first-generation learners across multiple villages Q d
e Integrates life skills and awareness into foundational education > .
o3P0 A 0 /
W QX0 Q. 2
Community Impact ‘0@ XY
“@ .ll h \ y 0 I ’ ’/
In leOfBSt village where ) ) \ o 0 :
| did e Educates 60+ children from three remote villages 3 2p
classrooms once aid not e Encourages families to prioritise education for future generations Q ) Q \W & = 0 = 0 3%“%’«%
ex[st, he carried learning e Transforms daily realities, from grazing livestock to attending school N\ = @ N [ : “G58°
across hills and Environment & Awareness S AR Al
. ~
frees - one child, one
journey, one IQSSO/'I at Promotes environmenta‘l sensitivity among childrenin fores't-.d‘ep.endent communities
. o Encourages tree plantation and conservation through local initiatives
a time. Connects education with awareness of natural ecosystems in the Saranda region
o200
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Jhumuk Lal Merawi
Traditional Healer | Guardian of
Medicinal Forest Knowledge

A
7 <

a2e,
630

“In the forests of Chilpi,
where every plant carries
the memory of healing, he
keeps alive the wisdom of
generations.”

54

In the biodiverse forests of Chilpi in Kawardha, Chhattisgarh, Vaidyaraj Jhumuk Lal Merawi has dedicated his life to
preserving a knowledge system that lives quietly within nature. A respected vaidyaraj, his understanding of medicinal
plants has been shaped by years of learning from the forest and from generations before him.

At a time when traditional healing practices are fading, he has remained deeply rooted in them, offering care to rural
communities while safeguarding the ecological knowledge that sustains these practices.

Recognising that healing and conservation are inseparable, Vaidyaraj Merawi established a herbal garden and treatment
space in Chilpi, where medicinal plants are cultivated, preserved, and used for community healthcare. Beyond individual
practice, he has actively worked to strengthen networks of traditional healers, ensuring that this knowledge is not lost,
but shared and carried forward.

Through his work, the forest is not just a resource, it is a living pharmacy, a repository of wisdom, and a foundation for
community well-being.

a2%Po
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Healing Through Forest Wisdom

e Conserves and cultivates medicinal plant species native to forest ecosystems

e Promotes sustainable use of forest resources through traditional healing practices
e Maintains a herbal garden supporting preservation and regeneration of key species
e Strengthens the link between biodiversity and community health /

Community Impact

e Provides accessible, nature-based healthcare to rural communities

e Encourages conservation of medicinal plants through awareness and practice
e Builds networks of traditional healers to preserve indigenous knowledge

e Sustains cultural traditions rooted in forest-based healing

Recognition

e Supported by the Chhattisgarh State Minor Forest Produce Cooperative Federation through the
establishment of Vanaushadhalaya, at Chilpi, Kawardha.
e Recognised by State Government and Local Health Traditions and Medicinal Plants Board of

Chhattisgarh as a renowned "Nadi Vaidya"

Leadership & Roles

e Traditional healer (Vaidyaraj) practicing herbal medicine
e District Coordinator, Ayurveda World Council
e President, Paramparagat Vanaushadhi Vaidya Sangh, Kawardha

A Message for the Future

Vaidyaraj Jhumuk Lal Merawi believes that protecting forests is inseparable from protecting community health and
knowledge. When medicinal plants are conserved, so too are the traditions, wisdom, and resilience of the
communities that depend on them

299
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“200+ medicinal plants
conserved, 100+ healers
connected - keeping forest
wisdom alive.”




Q99

Q2o

e %
38

Chhattisgarh

Kalawati Kashyap
Community Leader | Champion of Women’s
Livelihoods | Guardian of Forest-Based

Economies

A
7 <
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“From forest produce to
community prosperity,
she shows how women’s
leadership can protect
both livelihoods and
biodiversity.”

In the forested landscapes of Thanabodi village in Uttar Bastar Kanker district of Chhattisgarh, where livelihoods are
deeply intertwined with nature, Kalawati Kashyap (also known as Kalawati Didi) has emerged as a powerful force of
change. Rooted in tribal traditions, she recognised early on that strengthening women’s economic independence
could also lead to the protection of forests and biodiversity.

Her journey began with mobilising women across villages into self-help groups, enabling them to collectively engage
in forest-based livelihoods. Over time, she built a network spanning 40 villages, where women now lead initiatives in
non-timber forest produce (NTFP) collection, value addition, and sustainable enterprises. Through her efforts, forest
resources are no longer just sources of subsistence, but pathways to dignity and resilience.

She further strengthened this model by promoting scientific lac cultivation, organic farming, and poultry development.

At the same time, her creation of a community seed bank conserving 92 indigenous paddy varieties stands as a vital
step toward safeguarding agricultural biodiversity and climate-resilient farming.

ovi %o
0 ™

Forest Livelihoods & Biodiversity Conservation

e Promotes sustainable use of forest resources through NTFP collection and value addition
e Encourages lac cultivation on native trees like Kusum, Palash, and Ber

e Conserves 92 indigenous paddy varieties through community seed banks

e Supports organic farming and bhiodiversity-rich agricultural practices /

Women-Led Community Impact

e Mobilised 35,000 women across three districts through SHG networks

e Organised women from 40 villages into forest-based livelihood groups Q

e Increased household incomes through sustainable enterprises and value addition
e Strengthened local capacities through training in farming, poultry, and forest produce
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Recognition

e Supported under initiatives of the Chhattisgarh State Minor Forest Produce Federation

e Recognised for advancing women-led forest livelihoods and lac cultivation in Kanker

e Recognised by District Police Administration in the field of women's empowerment

e Recognised by Indira Gandhi University Raipur, Chhattisgarh for promoting organic farming

Leadership & Roles

e Leader of women’s self-help group networks in forest-based economies
e Promoter of lac cultivation, organic farming, and seed conservation
e Former Project Director, HIV/AIDS Control Program, Kanker district

A Message for the Future

Kalawati Kashyap believes that when women lead, communities thrive, and forests endure. Her work shows that
protecting biodiversity and strengthening livelihoods are not separate goals, but deeply connected pathways to
a more resilient future.

299
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“35,000 women,
40 villages - scaling
resilience through
women’s leadership.”




Q99

Q2o

e %
38

Chhattisgarh

Lekesh Bai Jain
Progressive Farmer | Pioneer of
Integrated Farming Systems |
Champion of Climate-Resilient

Agriculture

“From a small paddy
field to a thriving
integrated farm, she
shows that resilience in
agriculture grows through

diversity.”

In the agrarian landscapes of Kanker, Chhattisgarh, where farming often depends on uncertain conditions, Lekesh Bai
Jain has reimagined what a resilient farm can look like. Beginning with a small paddy field, she chose to move beyond
traditional practices, seeking knowledge, experimenting with new methods, and steadily transforming her land.

With guidance from agricultural institutions and Krishi Vigyan Kendra programmes, she adopted the Integrated Farming

System (IFS) model, diversifying her farm to include vegetables, dairy, goat rearing, fisheries, poultry, and organic inputs.

Over time, her 4-acre farm expanded into a 17-acre integrated ecosystem, where each component supports the other,
reducing risk, improving productivity, and strengthening sustainability.

Today, her farm stands as a living example of how diversification and resource efficiency can build climate-resilient
livelihoods, especially for small and marginal farmers.
e ™

Climate-Resilient Farming through Integration

e Promotes integrated farming systems for efficient use of water, soil, and resources
e Reduces dependence on monocropping through diversification

e Encourages organic inputs and on-farm resource recycling

e Demonstrates sustainable and climate-resilient agricultural practices /

Community Impact

e Developed a 17-acre integrated farm with diversified income streams
e Generates sustainable livelihoods through crops, livestock, and allied activities
e Serves as a demonstration model for farmers across the region

e Inspires women and small farmers to adopt resilient farming practices

2.9
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Recognition

e Best Farmer Award (2025), ICAR — National Academy of Agricultural Research Management
e Pandit Deendayal Upadhyay Antyodaya Krishi Puraskar (2018), Government of Chhattisgarh

Leadership & Roles

e Progressive farmer and practitioner of Integrated Farming Systems
e Demonstration farmer associated with Krishi Vigyan Kendra initiatives
e Mentor to farmers adopting diversified and sustainable agriculture

A Message for the Future

Lekesh Bai believes that the future of farming lies in diversity and self-reliance. By building integrated farm
systems, she shows how agriculture can become both sustainable and secure, nurturing the land while
strengthening livelihoods.

299
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“From a 4-acre paddy
fieldtoa 17-acre
ecosystem - farming
reimagined.”
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S In the tribal landscapes of Rayagada, Odisha, where agriculture has long depended on indigenous crops adapted to °&3%° \

O local climates, Lokanath Nauri witnessed a quiet loss - the gradual disappearance of traditional seeds. What was once Recognition
abundant knowledge began fading under the pressures of changing farming practices.
Determined to protect this legacy, he dedicated himself to conserving indigenous crop varieties and reviving sustainable ¢ Sjg’;l%rr:fbelg ‘Zt :ﬁi‘ﬁzi{é and national levels for contributions to traditional seed conservation and %?éjjgﬁ
farming practices rooted in local wisdom. g . . . . . da%°

e Featured across agricultural and environmental platforms documenting community-led preservation
. . - . . of indigenous crop varieties
Over the years, Lokanath Nauri has conserved more than 50 varieties of paddy, 20 varieties of millets, along with B . - . . T . . « . .
traditional pulses and oilseeds. Through farmer-to-farmer engagement, he has supported over 800 farmers by sharing e Acknowledged as a champion farmer advocating biodiversity and climate-resilient farming practices / 7Q+_1nd1genous seed
seeds and knowledge, helping communities return to resilient, low-input agriculture. varieties, 800+ farmers
. . . | Leadership & Roles supported - bringing
His wor.k goes beyond conservation - it restores a system where biodiversity, food security, and cultural knowledge are mdlgenous agrtculture
deeply interconnected. . AP
YT o Champion Farmer and Seed Conservator back to [lfe.
g,;i,;iig e Community mentor promoting indigenous agriculture
Seeds of Resilience
A Message for the Future
1 e Conserved 50+ indigenous paddy varieties and 20+ millet varieties
See(lj.gg}&gg?;l; ||\|Cah;,|r:;lpion « Promotes organic fagrming and climate-resilient agricultural practices Lokanath Nauri believes that traditional seeds carry the wisdom of generations and protecting them is essential
: e Strengthens biodiversity and traditional knowledge systems to securing the future of farming, food, and the land itself.
Farmer | Advocate for Indigenous

Agriculture
Community Impact
&?ﬁgﬁz e Supported 800+ farmers through seed sharing and knowledge exchange o 5 i
oo e Encouraged revival of indigenous crops and sustainable farming \ 2 o~ / ~ 8 il LTI

e Strengthened local food security and farming resilience
o3P0
ov
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“In every seed he
preserves, a story of
resilience, heritage, and
future harvests continues
fo live.”
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Mahadev Mahto

Teacher | Forest Guardian |
Founder of the Vriksh Raksha
Bandhan Movement

“With a thread tied gently
around a tree, he turned

a festival of bonds into a

promise between people

and forests.”

In the villages surrounding Hazaribagh, Jharkhand, forests have long been silent companions to everyday life-sheltering

wildlife, sustaining livelihoods, and shaping cultural memory. It was here that Shri Mahadev Mahto grew up and later
served as a school teacher for nearly four decades.

Over the years, he witnessed the forests around him slowly thinning under the pressure of indiscriminate felling.
The loss was not just ecological—it was cultural. Rather than turning away, he chose to act.

In 1995, when large parts of the Dudhmatiya forest had begun to lose their green cover, Mahadev Mahto introduced a
simple yet powerful idea inspired by the tradition of Raksha Bandhan. He began tying protective threads around tree
trunks, urging villagers to treat trees like siblings whose safety they had pledged to protect.

What began with a small group of supporters gradually grew into a powerful people’s movement. Each year, thousands
gather in the forest during the Paryavaran Mela, tying rakhis to trees and renewing their promise to safeguard them.

Through this symbolic yet deeply meaningful act, Mahadev Mahto transformed a cultural tradition into a living
movement for conservation—one that continues to inspire communities across Jharkhand.

Q,
:;.' :?';M
S50 \

Forest Conservation through Culture

e Initiated the Vriksh Raksha Bandhan campaign, symbolically protecting trees through cultural tradition
e Helped revive community awareness and protection of the Dudhmatiya forest ecosystem

e Encouraged conservation of native species, particularly sal forests in the region

e Demonstrated how cultural practices can strengthen grassroots environmental stewardship /

Community Impact

e Mobilised thousands of villagers, students, and youth through annual environmental gatherings

e Built strong community ownership of forests through collective cultural rituals

e Inspired schools and local organisations to integrate environmental awareness into community events
e Helped shape a grassroots movement where conservation became a shared social responsibility

\ a3
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Recognition

e Jharkhand Gaurav Samman (2012) awarded by Prabhat Khabar during its Rajat Jayanti celebrations

e Jharkhand Ratan Award (2012) conferred in Ranchi for outstanding contribution to society

e SHISTI - GYIT Grassroots Samman (2017) presented in New Delhi for impactful grassroots leadership
e Jharkhand Samman (2017) recognising his contributions to social and environmental causes

Following these recognitions, Mahadev Mahto became widely known as “The Jungle Man” for his
tireless commitment to forest protection. /

Leadership & Roles

e Retired School Teacher and Grassroots Environmentalist
e Founder, Vriksh Raksha Bandhan Movement
e Organiser of the annual Paryavaran Mela in Dudhmatiya forest

A Message for the Future

Mahadev Mahto believes that forests will endure only when communities feel a deep sense of responsibility toward
them. By weaving conservation into culture and tradition, he has shown how small symbolic acts can grow into
enduring movements for protecting nature.

o330
g
“50,000+ trees planted,
15,000+ hectares
protected—one ritual
that grew into a
people’s movement.”
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Neelima Mishra
Urban Sustainability Leader |
Founder, Ceiba Green Solutions

“She didn'’t just rethink
waste - she’s redefining
how cities take
responsibility for what
they leave behind.”

In the rapidly growing urban landscapes of Odisha, where waste is often treated as an afterthought, Neelima Mishra
chose to confront the problem at its core. With a background in Forestry Management from the Indian Institute of
Forest Management, Bhopal, and an M.Phil in Environmental Policy from the University of Cambridge as a Chevening
Scholar, her journey bridges policy, practice, and purpose.

With experience working across government systems and global climate platforms, she turned her focus toward one
of the most urgent urban challenges - waste management, and the need to build systems that are both efficient and
accountable.

Neelima Mishra is the Founder of Ceiba Green Solutions, a Bhubaneswar-based environmental enterprise working
across dry and wet waste management, along with reducing single-use plastic. Through a combination of innovation
and community engagement, her work focuses on building sustainable and scalable urban waste systems.

One of her key initiatives, Recycle Pay, supported by the British Deputy High Commission, Kolkata, promotes scheduled
collection of recyclable dry waste from households and businesses. By encouraging segregation at source and enabling
recycling, her work is helping shift cities toward circular economy practices, where waste is not discarded, but
reintroduced into the system as a resource.

290
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e Promotes circular economy practices through recycling, segregation, and responsible waste disposal
e Reduces dependency on landfills by strengthening dry and wet waste management systems

e Encourages sustainable urban living through systems-level interventions

e Total Carbon saving is approximately 21 lakh+ kgs.

e 6.5 lakh + kgs of waste (paper, plastic, e-waste, metal, glass, thermocol and textile) diverted

from landfills /

Community Impact

Building Circular Cities

e Builds awareness on waste segregation through community-led programs; reaching over
50,000+ people.

e Engages households, institutions, and local bodies in responsible waste management

e Strengthens citizen participation in creating cleaner, more sustainable cities
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e Young Sustainability Professional — Jury Appreciation Award (2022), Wipro Foundation & XIM University
e Chevening Scholar (2021), University of Cambridge

e Edex 40 Under 40: India’s Most Inspiring Young EcoSapiens (2019), The New Indian Express

e Chairman’s Silver Medal for Academic Excellence (2013), IIFM Bhopal

e Director’s Prize for Best Summer Internship Project (2013), IIFM in collaboration with WWF-India

e Selected for the Climate Force Arctic Expedition led by polar explorer Robert Swan, representing India

Recognition

in a global climate leadership initiative /

Leadership & Roles

e Founder, Ceiba Green Solutions
e Environmental policy professional and sustainability advocate

A Message for the Future

Neelima Mishra believes that sustainable cities are built not just through policy, but through everyday choices.
When communities take responsibility for their waste, they become active participants in shaping a cleaner,
more resilient urban future.

“6.5 lakh+ kg waste
diverted, 50,000+ people
engaged - making circular

living actionable.”
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Prabhat Kumar Mahato
Cultural Artist | Manbhum Chhau
Performer | Keeper of Folk Traditions

"‘?Z:gv‘o
9
“Through rhythm, masks,
and movement, he keeps
the spirit of Jharkhand’s
forests and traditions alive
for the next generation.”

In the cultural landscapes of Jharkhand, where forests, folklore, and seasonal rhythms shape everyday life, Prabhat
Kumar Mahato has dedicated himself to preserving the vibrant tradition of Manbhum Chhau.

What began as a passion for performance soon grew into a larger commitment—to keep this indigenous art form alive in
a rapidly changing world. Through years of practice and dedication, he not only mastered the dance but also became a
torchbearer for its continuity.

Leading his own Chhau troupe, Prabhat has taken this traditional art form to stages across India, including the closing
ceremony of IPL 2022. Yet, his most meaningful work lies closer to home, training young learners, passing on the
discipline, symbolism, and storytelling that define Chhau.

Through rhythm and movement, he is not just preserving an art form, he is sustaining a living connection between
culture, community, and the natural world.

Preserving Cultural Heritage

e Promotes and performs Manbhum Chhau, a traditional tribal dance form
e Revives storytelling traditions rooted in nature, folklore, and seasonal cycles
e Takes Jharkhand’s cultural expressions to national platforms

Community Impact

e Inspires youth to learn and practice Chhau dance
e Strengthens community identity through cultural pride and participation
e Creates platforms for traditional artists to perform and sustain their craft

Culture & Environment

e Uses Chhau as a medium to reflect ecological knowledge and forest traditions
e Promotes environmental awareness through cultural storytelling and performance

o33P0
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Recognition

e L eads a Chhau troupe performing across India

e Performed at the IPL 2022 closing ceremony, showcasing Jharkhand’s folk culture on a national stage

e Participated in over 13 international events and more than 54 national-level engagements

e Delivered the closing ceremony of the Tata IPL 2025 in Kolkata

e Participated in 79th Independence Day programme (2025) at the Embassy of India in Myanmar
e Participated in the Asian Day Celebration 2025 at Siam Paragon, Thailand

~

)

Leadership & Roles

e Cultural artist and Manbhum Chhau performer
e Leader of a Chhau dance troupe
e Cultural ambassador for Jharkhand’s tribal arts

A Message for the Future

Prabhat Kumar Mahato believes that culture is a living bridge between the past and the future. By nurturing
traditional art forms, he hopes to keep communities rooted in their identity while inspiring future generations to
carry these traditions forward.

299
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“From forest traditions to

national arenas - taking

Chhau from roots to the
national spotlight.”
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Prabhat Mishra

Social Thinker | Environmental
Advocate | Champion of Community
Stewardship

“Through awareness and
collective action, he reminds
communities that protecting

water and land begins with
understanding their value.”

In the evolving landscapes of Raipur, Chhattisgarh, where growing development often places pressure on natural eco-
systems, Prabhat Mishra has dedicated himself to strengthening the connection between people and the environment. A
social thinker and environmental advocate, he believes that lasting change begins with awareness.

His journey took shape through community engagement, organising lectures, awareness drives, and grassroots initiatives
that encourage citizens to protect water bodies, forests, and biodiversity. Recognising the urgent need to address water
scarcity and ecological degradation, he has consistently worked to bring environmental conversations into everyday
community life.

In 2023, he founded the Gram Vikas Shodh Samadhan Kendra, creating a platform for environmental education and rural
development. Through shramdaan initiatives, public outreach, and sustained engagement with farmers and youth, he
has inspired communities to take collective responsibility for conserving resources such as groundwater, wetlands, and
rivers like the Kharun.

a0
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Environmental Awareness & Conservation

e Promotes groundwater conservation and wetland protection through public engagement
e Advocates for the conservation of the Kharun River and local water bodies
e Encourages ecological restoration through plantation and awareness drives

Community Impact

e Mobilised farmers, youth, and local communities through lectures and outreach

e Strengthened community participation through shramdaan initiatives

e Promotes awareness of sustainable and organic farming practices

o Built local engagement in villages such as Aamdi (Abhanpur) and surrounding regions

Recognition

e Honoured by the Ministry of Information and Broadcasting, Government of India (2021)
e Recipient of Shri L.N. Pandey Utkal Award

e Recipient of Pandit Ayodhya Prasad Tiwari Samman

e Honoured with Bramh Samman and Harshit Yug Rajya Mahakavi Sangh Samman

Leadership & Roles

e Founder, Gram Vikas Shodh Samadhan Kendra (2023)
e Speaker and educator on environmental conservation and sustainable development

A Message for the Future

Prabhat Mishra believes that environmental protection must become a shared social responsibility. His work
reminds us that when communities understand the value of their natural resources, they become their strongest

protectors.
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“One platform, many
communities - turning
awareness into a
growing movement for
conservation.”
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Raimati Ghiuria
Farmer | Seed Conservator |
Millet Champion

“In the fields of Koraput,
she safeguarded seeds of
resilience - reviving forgotten
grains to nourish both
people and the land.”

In the tribal landscapes of Koraput, Odisha, where farming traditions are deeply tied to nature, Raimati Ghiuria has
spent nearly three decades protecting what many had begun to lose, indigenous seeds. A Bhumia tribal farmer from
Nuaguda village, she grew up understanding the rhythms of the land and the value of traditional crops.

As modern, high-input agriculture began replacing native varieties, Raimati recognised the risk to both biodiversity
and food security. In response, she began conserving traditional millet and rice seeds, building a community seed
bank that now preserves dozens of climate-resilient varieties. Her farm has since evolved into a living classroom,
where farmers, researchers, and young learners gather to rediscover sustainable agriculture rooted in indigenous
wisdom.

Today, widely known as the “Millet Queen of Odisha” Raimati’s work has not only revived forgotten crops but also
repositioned millets as a pathway to nutrition, resilience, and cultural pride.

d5e° \
Agricultural Biodiversity & Climate Resilience
e Conserved 30 traditional millet varieties and 72 indigenous rice varieties

e Established a community seed bank preserving climate-resilient crops
e Promotes low-water, drought-resistant crops suited to changing climates

e Encourages a shift toward traditional, sustainahle farming practices

Community Impact

e Trained 2,500+ farmers in millet cultivation and seed preservation
e Established a millet farming school for women and young girls

e Promotes value-added millet products to enhance incomes

e Strengthened food security and nutrition in tribal communities

e Revived millets as both a livelihood and cultural identity

Recognition

e Honorary Doctorate of Science (2024), conferred by the President of India
e Amazing Indians Award (2024 - Agriculture)

e Represented Odisha Millets Mission at the G20 Summit (2023)

e Jamsetji Tata National Virtual Academy Fellowship (2015)

e Genome Saviour Community Award (2012), PPV&FRA

Leadership & Roles

e Traditional seed conservator and millet farmer
e External Livelihood Support Person (ELSP), Odisha Livelihood Mission
e Trainer and mentor for sustainable tribal agriculture

A Message for the Future

Raimati Ghiuria believes that the future of farming lies in protecting the seeds of the past. By conserving
indigenous crops and empowering communities to grow them, she is nurturing a food system that is resilient,
nourishing, and deeply rooted in the land.

299
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“100+ indigenous seeds,

2,500+ farmers trained

- reviving resilience from
the ground up.”
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Rajendra Baghel

Master Artisan | Keeper of the
Dhokra Metal Tradition

s
s

“In molten metal and
ancient fire, he preserves
a story that began
thousands of years ago.”

299
ordlizho
In the tribal heartland of Kondagaon, Bastar, where craft and culture are deeply intertwined, Rajendra Baghel has @}‘i""
devoted his life to sustaining one of the world’s oldest metal casting traditions, Dhokra. Born into a lineage of artisans, Recognition
he learned the intricate lost-wax technique from his uncle, carrying forward a practice that dates back over four
millennia. e National Award for Handicrafts (1996), Government of India
At a time when many artisans were leaving the craft due to declining markets, Rajendra chose to stay rooted. With quiet : \}/(Vé}:jae,[\lI?zéég]?ggézfg??;:;riﬁ;lgeansizrl’r; }[[;Lb;lirgf\?rli tcar ga:[
determination, he not only mastered the art but also worked to revive it, ensuring that Dhokra remains a living, evolving y P
tradition rather than a fading memory.
Through workshops, exhibitions across the globe, and mentorship, he has trained hundreds of artisans, connecting Leadership & Roles
traditional craftsmanship with contemporary markets. In doing so, he has helped transform Dhokra into both a
symbol of Bastar’s cultural identity and a source of sustainable livelihoods for artisan communities. e Master artisan and mentor of Dhokra craft
e Cultural ambassador for Bastar’s tribal art traditions
o230
ov: =5A0
e S ™
_ ) o A Message for the Future
Crafting Heritage, Sustaining Futures
Rajendra Baghel believes that traditional crafts are living knowledge systems. By passing the Dhokra tradition
e Preserves the ancient Dhokra (lost-wax) metal casting tradition to future generations, he ensures that culture, identity, and livelihoods continue to thrive, shaped by fire, skill,
e Promotes low-impact, indigenous production techniques and time.
e Strengthens cultural knowledge systems rooted in tribal craftsmanship
e Supports sustainable livelihoods beyond forest-dependent income
Community Impact
e Trained 350+ artisans in Dhokra metal craft
e Revitalised artisan livelihoods across Kondagaon and Bastar 29
e Enabled market linkages through exhibitions and platforms , )
¢ d5e

e Strengthened pride in local cultural heritage AT

\
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A 4,000-year-old craft,
300+ artisans
empowered - tradition
that endures.”
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Ravi Kumar Singh
Rural Development Practitioner |
Champion of Water Security &
Community-Led Resilience

“In the villages of Surguja,
he helped communities turn
water into strength, restoring

not just resources, but
resilience.”

In the tribal landscapes of Surguja, Chhattisgarh, where water defines both survival and prosperity, Ravi Kumar Singh
has spent over two decades working at the intersection of natural resource management and rural livelihoods. Through
his work with Sarguja Gramin Vikas Sansthan (SGVS), he has focused on strengthening communities to manage their
own resources with confidence and care.

Recognising that water lies at the heart of rural resilience, he championed community-led watershed development,
mobilising farmers, local institutions, and village groups to restore degraded landscapes and improve water availability.
His approach goes heyond infrastructure, placing equal emphasis on building strong local institutions and enabling
communities to access and benefit from government programmes.

By linking water conservation with sustainable agriculture and livelihoods, Ravi Kumar Singh has helped transform
fragile rural ecosystems into more secure and productive landscapes, where communities are not just beneficiaries,
but active stewards of their future.

B ™~
Water, Livelihoods, and Local Leadership

e Promotes community-led watershed management and water conservation
e Encourages climate-resilient and sustainable agricultural practices
e Strengthens groundwater recharge and efficient water use systems
e Builds local institutions for long-term natural resource governance

Community Impact

e Improved water security and groundwater availability across villages in Surguja
e Enhanced agricultural productivity and livelihood opportunities

e Strengthened farmer collectives and grassroots institutions

e Enabled convergence with government schemes, improving access to resources

w%‘«;‘ o

9S50
Recognition

e Recognised at state and regional levels for leadership in rural development
e Acknowledged for contributions to sustainable development in tribal regions through SGVS

Leadership & Roles

e Secretary, Sarguja Gramin Vikas Sansthan (SGVS)
e Rural development practitioner focusing on watershed, livelihoods, and institutional strengthening

A Message for the Future

Ravi Kumar Singh believes that resilient villages are built when communities take ownership of their natural
resources. Through collective action and strengthened institutions, water becomes not just a resource, but the
foundation of a secure and sustainable future.

2,99
oriltho
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“68 villages, 2,350
farmers, ¥100+ crore
leveraged - scaling
community-led
resilience.”
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g In the villages of Ormanjhi in Jharkhand, where agriculture often determines survival, Sangita Devi’s journey began
- with hardship. As a daily wage labourer earning barely enough to sustain her family, she chose to reimagine her Recognition
qe] future through farming.
—
]_) . . . . . . i . H M “ N ” 12
Starting with just half an acre of leased land, Sangita began cultivating vegetables, learning through experience, : \é\/elgfjkleﬁgzganizgii‘;giessﬁjgv:ﬁ?j&%fﬁgm?%P initiative) %‘%ijg_’%
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persistence, and trial. What began as a small step soon grew into a transformative journey. o Celebrated as a role model for tribal women farmers in Jharkhand

Today, she manages close to 70 acres of farmland, cultivating a diverse range of crops including cauliflower,
tomatoes, capsicum, ginger, and watermelon. By adopting modern practices such as drip irrigation, vermicomposting,

“From half an acre to

and polyhouse farming, she has built a sustainable and climate-resilient agricultural model. She mentors approximately Leadership & Roles 70 - scalmg reszllence,
500+ women farmers from 25 Self-Help Groups (SHGs) in modern techniques like drip irrigation, mulching, and one harvest at a time.”
polyhouse farming. e Progressive farmer and agripreneur

e Mentor to women farmers and agricultural groups
Her journey reflects more than individual success, it has become a source of inspiration for many rural women. o Advocate for sustainable and climate-resilient farming practices

Sangita Devi has redefined farming as a pathway to entrepreneurship, dignity, and long-term resilience.

239
ThiE ~ A Message for the Future
. . )
S.anglta De\.” . . . Sangita Devi believes that agriculture must evolve to sustain both people and the planet. Her vision is to
Progresgve Farmer | Agrlprgneur | Climate-Resilient Agl‘ICUltU re empower more women farmers to adopt modern, climate-resilient practices and build livelihoods rooted in
Champion of Women'’s Livelihoods dignity and independence

I
ofjkx\

e Expanded cultivation from 0.5 acre to nearly 70 acres
e Introduced drip irrigation for water-efficient farming
e Promotes organic inputs such as vermicompost

e Practices crop diversification to strengthen climate resilience and soil health -

“From working in the Community Impact 9
ﬁelds fOf a dally wage to e Provides employment to 50+ villagers through farming activities “éa'i"
: : e Mentors local farmers on modern agricultural techniques *
CLl[flVGt.ll'lg acres Of e Strengthens local markets by supplying produce to Ranchi and Bokaro
opportumty, she turned e Inspires women to transition from labour to agricultural entrepreneurship
the'soz.[ into a pa%‘l?way for \_ e
dignity and resilience.” g
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g In the rural landscapes of Jharkhand, where access to books often ends with school textbooks, Sanjay Kacchap chose to %550 \
= create spaces where learning could go beyond the classroom. Growing up in Khunti, he saw how the absence of reading Recognition
g spaces limited curiosity and opportunity for many children.
™ . . . . e Recognised as “Library Man of Jharkhand” and “Library Man of Kolhan” o220,
What began as a small effort with a handful of books soon grew into a larger movement. Since 2008, Sanjay has been . . . L . rag
o I ) - ~ ; o . . . ° Fgatqred in Mann Kl Baat by Prlmg Mlnls'ter Narendra Modi (2022, 2023) ?lfgtb-f
building community libraries across villages - transforming unfamiliar concepts into vibrant learning spaces. « Highlighted on national platforms including DD News and Good News Today
e Recipient of Jharkhand Gaurav Samman for contributions to education

Today, these mini hybrid libraries are more than just rooms with books. Equipped with digital tools, internet access, and e Invited to Raj Bhavan and national-level forums for his grassroots work / :{50_’_ libraries bu[lt,

learning resources, they have become hubs of imagination and growth. Thousands of rural students are now connected . R
to these spaces, with many pursuing higher education and over 250 securing jobs. 250+ llVQll_hOOdS
. enabled-turning books
Widely known as the “Library Man of Jharkhand,” Sanjay’s work reflects a simple yet powerful belief - that access to Leadershlp & Roles int th
njay s work reft \ . . into pathways for
knowledge can reshape futures. Through books, he is not just building readers, but enabling a generation to think, h 2]
question, and dream beyond their circumstances. e Founder, Community Library Movement, Jharkhand change.

e Grassroots educator promoting reading culture and youth empowerment

WQ%AM
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Expanding Access to Learning A Message for the Future

Sanjay Kacchap

Educator | Founder, Community Sanjay Kacchap believes that access to books can quietly transform communities. His vision is to see a library in

e Established community libraries across rural Jharkhand since 2008

Library Movement | “I_i,l,)rary Man o Developed Mini Hybrid Libraries with books, digital resources, and internet access every village, where children discover knowledge, confidence, and the courage to imagine new possibilities.
of Jharkhand e Connected thousands of students to reading and learning opportunities
e Enabled pathways to higher education and employment for rural youth /

239 .
TS Community Impact
» . e Created accessible reading spaces in villages with limited educational resources .
In Vl[[ageS Where bOOkS e Encouraged reading habits, creativity, and critical thinking among children

e Mobilised teachers, volunteers, and local youth to sustain library initiatives

were once rare, he Opened e Strengthened community participation in education and youth development

doors to imagination - one
library, one child, one
dream at a time.”

Environment & Awareness

e Promotes environmental awareness through books, storytelling, and discussions
e Encourages children to understand sustainability and their relationship with nature
e Integrates learning with themes of conservation and community responsibility
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S In Berhampur, Odisha, where coastal ecosystems and communities are increasingly impacted by pollution and climate %F5%°
O change, Shibani Padhy chose an unconventional path. With a degree in MCA, she stepped away from a corporate career Recognition
to dedicate herself to environmental protection and community empowerment. Today, she stands as a young climate
leader whose work bridges technology, grassroots action, and public awareness. e India’s sole youth representative at the IUCN World Conservation Congress 2025, Abu Dhabi q?zy?{,o
. .« . . . . ovs 5A0
Her journey began with a simple concern - plastic waste choking local water bodies. This led to the creation of Project * Recognised by UNICEF and Berhampur Municipal Corporation for Project Dolphin E5e°

Dolohi hine | no-based submarine detecti tem desiened o identify and lastic f e Honoured with Yuva Pratibha Samman and Women Achiever of Odisha (WAO 2025)
olphin, a machine learning-based submarine detection system designed to identity and remove plastic from e Recipient of Indian Golden Award (TIGA 2025) and NYCC Climate Fellowship (2024-25)

freshwater ecosystems. The innovation earned her global recognition, including representing India as the country’s “« . +
sole youth delegate at the IUCN World Conservation Congress 2025 in Abu Dhabi. One lde,a' 10’ 000 yoyth
- powering climate action

Beyond technology, Shibani’s work is deeply rooted in community mobilisation. Through clean-up drives, climate Leadership & Roles thI’Ongh innovation.”
workshops, and campaigns like The Red Revolution, she has engaged thousands of young people in conversations

around environmental responsibility, waste management, and menstrual hygiene—building a generation that is both
informed and action-oriented.

e Environmental innovator and youth climate leader
e Developer of Project Dolphin

By combining innovation with collective action, Shibani Padhy is reimagining how young leaders can shape climate * Associated with Sattvic Soul Foundation

solutions, locally grounded, yet globally relevant.

Shibani Padhy oo A Message for the Future

. Tpre
Environmental Innovator | 3 \

Youth Climate Leader | Founder,
Project Dolphin

. . . Shibani Padhy believes that the future of climate action lies at the intersection of innovation and community.
Climate Action thl’OUgh Innovation By equipping young people with knowledge, tools, and purpose, she envisions a world where technology not only
solves environmental challenges but also empowers communities to lead the change.

e Developed Project Dolphin, an AI-powered system to detect and remove plastic waste from
water bodies

02325 e Helped restore local ponds and expand efforts to beach and large-scale clean-up drives A |
“ﬁi" e Promotes sustainable waste management through eco-bricks and recycling initiatives e
e Demonstrates how technology can strengthen community-led environmental solutions - p g

“In a coastal city, she turned _ = ‘D @ @\ 228
technology into a tide of /Communlty Impact _ Q 2

333
. . L ]
Change - where innovation e Reached 10,000+ youth through climate awareness and education programmes
meets communities to ° Orggqised hundred§.of c‘lean—uAp drives across public spaces and water bpdies .
. . e Mobilised communities, including women and fishermen, to adopt sustainable practices
reclaim water, one solution e Led campaigns like The Red Revolution to integrate social awareness with environmental action
. ”

at a time. \ 228,
S
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8? In the drought-prone villages of Koriya, Chhattisgarh, where water scarcity shaped everyday life, Shyam Lal Rajwaade %F5%°
% chose to act, not with resources, but with determination. Recognition
£ . . . . . . . .
= At just 15 years old, he began digging a pond with his own haqu, driven by t_he simple need to secure water fpr his o Recognised at state and regional levels for grassroots water conservation 2228,
) community. What started as a personal effort soon became a lifelong commitment. For 27 years, he worked tirelessly, o Widely known as the “Pond Man” of the Chhattisgarh region %’:ﬁi%-’é’
day after day, expanding and deepening the pond. d'3%
Today, that effort stands as a one-acre, 15-foot-deep water body, sustaining households, livestock, and agriculture. . “
His journey is a powerful reminder that resilience is not always built through large systems, but through patience, LeaderShlp & ROleS 27 years... from a $pade
persistence, and individual resolve. to arg qcre -provgng
q:%;p ° Grassroo'Fs environmental activist ' reS[[[ence IS but[l‘
ovE 50 ”
S \ e Community advocate for water conservation dI’Op by dI'Op
Water Conservation & Climate Resilience A Message for the Future
o Created a one-acre pond through 27 years of sustained effort Shyam Lal Rajwaade believes that change begins with individual responsibility. His journey shows that even
. ® Supports rainwater harvesting and groundwater recharge one person, with patience and resolve, can create a lasting source of life for generations to come.
Shyam Lal Rajwaade e Reduces water stress in a drought-prone region
Water Conservationist | “Pond Man” e Strengthens local resilience against irregular rainfall patterns
of Chhattisgarh | Champion of / /

Community Resilience
Community Impact

e Provides a reliable water source for households and livestock

o330 . 0'ds
g,%'é’gg e Supports small-scale agriculture and local livelihoods
98s e Inspires communities to adopt self-driven water conservation practices
e Demonstrates the power of individual action in environmental stewardship
“With a spade and

unwavering resolve, he

turned a dry landscape Environmental Significance

into a source Of [[fe fOF e Promotes sustainable natural resource management
his vill 2 e Highlights the role of grassroots efforts in addressing climate challenges
[svi age- e Encourages long-term thinking in water security and conservation
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m In Patna, along the banks of the Ganga, where pollution had quietly become part of everyday life, Subham Kumar %550
chose to act, alone at first. What began as a simple effort to clean plastic waste from the riverbank soon grew into Recognition
something far larger.
. . L . . . . e Appointed Brand Ambassador, Namami Gange Project (Bihar) o220,
As more young people joined him, this individual action transformed into a collective movement. Through the Being . . - . oo
Helper Foundation, Subham has mobilised a growing network of volunteers to restore riverbanks, reduce plastic waste, * Recognised for grassroots leadership aligned with Swachh Bharat Mission “d5e°
and promote civic responsibility.
(13
His work goes heyond clean-up drives. By engaging communities, vendors, and local institutions, he has helped shift Leadership & Ro[es 1.43 [Clkh kg waste
behaviours, turning environmental responsibility into a shared civic habit. Initiatives like Mission Civic Sense and the . removed, 1 6; 000+
Wall of Change have transformed polluted spaces into cleaner, community-owned environments. e Founder, Being Helper Foundation livelihoods Supported—
o ) o e Environmental activist leading youth-driven river conservation [mpact thatf[OWS beyond
Today, his journey reflects the power of youth-led action, where one step towards change can inspire thousands e Brand Ambassador, Namami Gange Project (Bihar) the ri ”
to protect what sustains them. e river.
o33
Wl
¢8o
N A Message for the Future
Restoring River Ecosystems
] SUbham Kumar Subham Kumar believes that change begins with individual action, but grows through collective responsibility.
Enylronmental Activist | Founder, e Removed 1.43 lakh kg of waste from Ganga riverbanks His vision is to build communities where protecting rivers and the environment becomes a shared civic duty,
Being Helper Foundation | Youth e Recycled 2 lakh+ plastic bottles into reusable materials led by youth, sustained by all.
Leader for River Conservation e Reduced single-use plastic at ghats through sustained awareness
e Distributed 5,000 dustbins to promote responsible waste disposal /
o3P0 .
v Community Impact
“ . e Built a network of 1,100+ youth volunteers
What began with one young e Improved cleanliness across ghats supporting 16,000+ livelihoods
. . e Created initiatives like Wall of Change to transform public spaces
person clear_ung a riverbank e Established women’s changing rooms at 42 ghats, improving sanitation
has grown into a powerful
movement to restore dignit . :
” gnity Driving Behavioural Change
to the Ganga.
e Leads campaigns like Mission Civic Sense for civic responsibility
e Engages citizens, vendors, and communities in sustainable practices
e Promotes long-term environmental awareness and participation
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g In the forested landscapes of Hazaribagh, Jharkhand, where sal trees and village paths shape everyday life, Surendra %550
= Prasad Singh grew up witnessing the quiet relationship between people and nature. As a government school teacher, he Recognition
qe] spent years observing how forests sustained both the ecology and the livelihoods of local communities. Over time, he
r also noticed how this bond was slowly weakening, e Felicitated at Jantar Mantar by Shri Sanjay Seth for his work in environmental conservation 3,?35’%‘;,
. . . . e Honoured by Shri Bhupender Yadav for promoting awareness on environmental protection P )
Rather than turning to protest or policy, he chose a language deeply rooted in the culture of the region - song. . Recognised\{Jy the Jhaprkhand Forest De%artmenfand Jharkhand State Pollutioanontrol Board d8o
Through folk melodies and local dialects, Surendra Prasad Singh began writing and singing about forests, rivers, and for contributions to conservation and plantation drives “He made conservation
the delicate balance between people and nature. What began as songs shared with students in school courtyards soon : /
travelled to village gatherings and community meetings, where simple lyrics carried powerful messages of conservation. Leadershi p & Roles a”cu ture, or}e SOI’lg,dO/(l’le
village at a ttime, and has
Ir_1 1995, this cultura_l expressio_n grew into a community .initiative when he helped start V_riksh Rak§ha _Bandhan in the e Government School Teacher, Hazaribagh feaChed outto 1200
village of Doodhmatia - a tradition where people tie rakhis to trees as a symbol of protection and kinship with nature. e Environmental awareness advocate using folk music il f 17
Celebrated every year on October 7, the initiative has since grown into a powerful community ritual across parts of o Community educator promoting forest conservation vi ages sojar:
Jharkhand.
For more than two decades, his voice has echoed through villages, reminding people that protecting forests is not just an A Message for the Future
environmental responsibility, but a cultural one.
Surendra Prasad Slngh 228, Surendra Prasad Singh believes that when conservation becomes part of culture, it becomes a way of life.
Teacher | Folk Voice for Forests | 2,%%2‘%6' Through songs, traditions, and collective memory, he.continues to remind communities that the forests they protect
Communi‘ty Conservation Advocate Conservation through Cultu re today are the legacy they pass on to the next generation.
a2 e Uses folk songs and cultural gatherings to spread awareness about forest protection
33%%% e Communicates environmental responsibility through local dialects and storytelling
93 e Strengthens the emotional connection between communities and their natural landscapes —
[13
When peoplg forget the Community Impact
forests, sometimes a song .
i ” e Jointly led the Vriksh Raksha Bandhan initiative with Shri Mahadev Mahto -
can remind them. e Expanded the movement from Hazaribagh to several districts of Jharkhand .
e Mobilised villagers, students, and farmers to symbolically protect trees and forests -
e Inspired communities to view conservation as part of their shared cultural heritage -
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Jharkhand

Tarun Kumar
Social Worker | Founder | Youth &
Community Advocate

“In villages where silence
once surrounded difficult
conversations, he turned
awareness into action -
helping young minds grow
with dignity, knowledge,
and care for the earth.”

In the rural landscapes of Jharkhand, where access to information and safe spaces remains limited for many young
people, Tarun Kumar chose to work at the intersection of dignity, education, and awareness. A social worker with over
sixteen years of grassroots experience, he began with a simple yet urgent concern, children, especially girls, were
growing up without the resources or support needed to lead healthy, confident lives.

What followed was not a single intervention, but a series of community-led initiatives that addressed deeply rooted
challenges through openness and participation. From menstrual health awareness to youth engagement, Tarun
introduced programmes that encouraged dialogue where there was once silence.

Through initiatives such as Pad Banks in government schools, rural libraries, and campaigns like “Gift Sanitary Pads
for Rural Girls” he worked to normalise conversations around health and dignity. His campaign “One Pad, One Tree”
uniquely connected menstrual awareness with environmental responsibility, transforming a social taboo into a
collective act of care for both people and the planet.

Fondly known as “Padman Bhaiya” among children, Tarun Kumar has built trust through consistency and empathy,
reaching thousands of young people across Jharkhand. His work reflects a belief that resilience begins when
communities are informed, empowered, and unafraid to engage with the issues that shape their everyday lives.
22,
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Dignity, Awareness & Environment

e Introduced “One Pad, One Tree,” linking menstrual health with environmental action

e Promotes environmental education through youth-led initiatives and campaigns

e Integrates sustainability and energy awareness into community programmes

e Demonstrates how social awareness can drive ecological responsibility /

Community Impact

e Reached over 150,000 children and youth through education and awareness initiatives
e Established Pad Banks in government schools, improving menstrual hygiene access

e Reduced stigma around menstrual health through open community dialogue

e Empowered youth through education, sports, leadership, and digital literacy

e Helped create a menstrual waste-free village in Dhatkidih, Ghatshila

il
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Recognition

e Featured in Limca Book of Records (2019; 2020-22)

e Recognised at South Asia level for Sanitary Pad Relief Campaign during COVID-19

e NCERT Award for documentary Taruni (Best Educational Video Content for Children)

e International Enviro Care Green Award for environmental initiatives

e Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam Youth Ratna Award recognizing his contributions in education, health,
gender equality, environment, and human rights.

e Icon of Jharkhand Award recognizing his efforts in menstrual hygiene management and
environmental conservation.

Leadership & Roles

e Founder, Nischay Foundation, Jharkhand
e Social worker focusing on child rights, youth development, and community welfare
e Swachhta Brand Ambassador, Jamshedpur Notified Area Committee

A Message for the Future

Tarun Kumar believes that when young people grow up with dignity, awareness, and a sense of responsibility
toward their environment, they shape stronger, more resilient communities. His vision is to nurture a generation
that is informed, empathetic, and empowered to lead change.

299
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“150,000+ young lives
empowered - turning
awareness into dignity,
and dignity into action.”
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g In the towns of Jharkhand, where plastic waste was quietly becoming an everyday crisis, Upendra and Sona Pandey %550
= chose to act before it was too late. What began as a concern during a visit to Delhi in 2013 soon turned into a grassroots Recognition
© movement back home.
e
™ ” R ised for the “Plastic-Free R h” i i tal d wast 239
Determined to prevent smaller towns from facing similar environmental challenges, they launched the “uifésefiet aretsiiErame: ° me;:r:);g;;i?emor ¢ “Hlastic-hree Ramgarh campalgn on environmental awareness and waste %‘ﬁi;%_%
(Polythene Daan Abhiyaan)- a simple yet powerful initiative rooted in community action. Their idea was straightforward: @3s
involve people directly in managing their waste.
. « .
Leadership & Roles 15 tons of plastic

Upendra Pandey &
Sathinder ‘Sona’ Pandey

Social Entrepreneurs | Founders,
Polythene Daan Abhiyaan|
Champions of Circular Living

“Where waste once
gathered in silence, they
sowed seeds of change -

turning discarded
plastic info a movement
for dignity, livelihood,
and a cleaner earth.”

-

In its early days, domestic workers were encouraged to collect plastic waste from households and exchange it for plants.
This small intervention sparked a larger behavioural shift. Over time, the initiative grew into a community-driven model
for waste segregation, recycling, and sustainable living.

e ™\
Driving Circular Economy Practices

e Led the “Plastic-Free Ramgarh” campaign promoting waste reduction

e Encourages waste segregation, recycling, and reduction of single-use plastic
e Conducts community campaigns and clean-up initiatives

e Promotes circular economy practices at the grassroots level /

Community Impact

e "Selfie With Jhola Abhiyaan" they promoted the adoption of sustainable, plastic-free alternatives
in everyday life, actively engaging students as key drivers of this change.

e Engaged schools, colleges, and institutions in sustainable practices

e Created livelihood opportunities for waste workers through organised recycling

\ e Built a network of volunteers and environmental advocates across Jharkhand

Environment & Awareness

e Conducts workshops on responsible waste management and sustainable living
e Encourages behavioural change towards eco-friendly consumption
e Uses simple, replicable models to drive large-scale community participation

e Founders, “uifesefiet qret BRI TATS THAIOL 01T A Bl UL
e Social entrepreneurs working on waste management and environmental awareness
e Community leaders advocating plastic-free and sustainable lifestyles

A Message for the Future

Upendra and Sona Pandey believe that waste is not just a problem, it is a responsibility. Their vision is to build
communities where sustainable living becomes a habit, and environmental stewardship is shared by all.

-

recycled, 2 lakh+ plants
distributed - turning
waste into a circular
movement.”




w°

229

Q2o

%’rﬁiﬁ
L

Chhattisgarh

Virendra Singh
Water Conservationist |
Environmental Activist | Champion
of Community-Led Restoration

“Where water once
disappeared and ponds
lay forgotten, he helped

communities bring life
back to their landscapes.”

In the landscapes of Dalli Rajhara in Chhattisgarh, where water bodies once defined community life, Virendra Singh
saw a quiet crisis unfolding - ponds drying up, traditional systems fading, and water scarcity hecoming a growing

concern. Rather than accepting this decline, he chose to act.

Known as the “Waterman of Chhattisgarh” his journey began with reviving neglected ponds and traditional water

structures. What started as a local effort gradually evolved into a community-led movement, bringing together

villagers, youth, and local groups to restore water bodies and rebuild ecological balance.

Over two decades, his work has expanded beyond water conservation to include tree plantation and environmental
awareness, creating a holistic model of ecological restoration. By reconnecting communities with traditional water
systems, he has demonstrated that resilience lies not in new solutions alone, but in reviving and strengthening what

already exists.

Water Conservation & Ecological Restoration

e Revived 40+ traditional ponds, 2 kunds, and sections of local rivers
e Promotes rainwater harvesting and groundwater recharge

e Leads large-scale plantation drives to restore local ecosystems

e Encourages community-led protection of natural resources

~

Community Impact

e Improved water availability for drinking, agriculture, and daily use

e Mobilised youth and communities for voluntary conservation efforts
e Revived traditional water management practices

e Strengthened local ownership of natural resource conservation

Environment & Awareness

e Conducts workshops on responsible waste management and sustainable living
e Encourages behavioural change towards eco-friendly consumption
e Uses simple, replicable models to drive large-scale community participation

290
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Recognition

e Water Hero (2020), Ministry of Jal Shakti, Government of India
e Jal Star Award (2011) for water conservation

e Taru Bhushan Award (2022) for environmental protection

o Widely known as the “Waterman of Chhattisgarh”

Leadership & Roles

e Environmental activist and water conservationist
e Grassroots leader mobilising communities for ecological restoration
e Advocate for sustainable water management and environmental awareness

A Message for the Future

Virendra Singh believes that water is the foundation of life and resilience. His work reminds us that when
communities come together to restore their natural resources, they don’t just bring back water, they bring back

the future.

299
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“26 years, 40+ ponds,
2 lakh+ youth - turning
conservation into a
movement.”
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Center for Environment and Energy Development (CEED) is a solution-driven organisation working at the intersection of
climate action, energy transitions, circular economy, and sustainable development, particularly at the subnational level.

CEED’s work is rooted in the belief that meaningful climate action emerges where community realities, collaborations, and
systems thinking converge. Through on-ground engagement, research, and partnerships, CEED supports regions and
communities to strengthen resilience, enable sustainable livelihoods, and navigate the next phase of growth responsibly.

Email: info@ceedindia.org, ekam@ceedindia.org
Website: www.ceedindia.org
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