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Centre for Environment and Energy Development (CEED) and Jharkhand State Pollution Control Board
(JSPCB) collaborated to organize a two-day conference on 'Converging best practices and collaborating
efforts towards clean air’ on March 27 and 28, 2023.

The objective of this conference was to enhance mutual cooperation for appropriate solutions to
environmental and developmental challenges like air pollution and to strengthen collective efforts for clean
air quality in the state.

On the first day, the officials of the major government agencies like Ranchi Municipal Corporation
(RMC), Jamshedpur Municipal Corporation, and Dhanbad Municipal Corporation discussed the
progress of implementation of the 'Clean Air Action Plan' prepared under the National Clean Air Program
for these three cities and informed about the best practices and success stories.

On the second day, in addition to the technical session related to the air quality of the conference, quiz,
skit, and speech competitions were organized on various themes of mission life for college students and
youths.
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INTRODUCTION
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FIRST DAY (27 MARCH)

Setting the concept and objective of the conference, Shri Sanjay Kumar Srivastava, Assistant Scientific
Officer (A.S.O.), Jharkhand State Pollution Control Board (JSPCB), provided detailed information on the
National Clean Air Action Plan (NCAP). He discussed the challenges that Jharkhand is facing in
implementing the NCAP, which covers three cities. He also shared the actions that JSPCB plans to
undertake as part of the NCAP.

Dr Manish Kumar, Director of Research and Development at Centre for Environment and Energy
Development (CEED), addressed the conference on the role of research and development in reducing air
pollution. He emphasized that CEED is committed to supporting government agencies by providing data-
driven insights and creating awareness about clean air.

As a special guest, Shri Satyendra Kumar, Municipal Commissioner of Dhanbad Municipal Corporation
(DMC), elaborated on Dhanbad's progress in implementing the NCAP. He acknowledged that Dhanbad,
being a coal city, faces significant challenges due to the impact of coal. However, he also mentioned that a
lot of work has already been done, and more is being planned. Shri Kumar informed the attendees about
the ongoing NCAP projects in Dhanbad and the research study assigned to the Indian School of Mines
(ISM) Dhanbad. Additionally, he disclosed that ISM Dhanbad and DMC had violated their
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU).
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Addressing the conference, Shri Raghav Jha, CPCB, provided a succinct overview of the National Clean
Air Program (NCAP) and briefly discussed the need of converging best practices in Jharkhand. 
 Additionally, he focused on the actions that CPCB has taken to combat air pollution as part of the
national Clean Air Action Plan.

Speaking at the conference, Dr Somraj Chakraborty, Assistant General Manager at Steel Authority of
India Limited (SAIL), discussed the actions and technologies taken by the steel industry to lessen the air
pollution. He emphasized the role of industries in managing air quality and specifically highlighted the
actions that SAIL is taking to reduce air pollution. He also discussed various CSR initiatives undertaken
by SAIL to combat air pollution.

On the occasion, Shri Basudev Gangopadhyay, Assistant Vice-President, Hindalco Ltd. talked about the
steps being taken by the industry to reduce fugitive emissions and the role that industry plays in
managing air quality. He focused primarily on the actions taken by Hindalco to reduce air pollution and
discussed various CSR initiatives undertaken by the company to combat air pollution.

Additionally, Shri Shibojyoti Dutta, Head - Environment Centre of Excellence, Tata Steel talked about
the development of the iron and steel industry's capabilities for the operation and upkeep of air quality 
 management systems. He discussed the role of industry in maintaining air quality and focused on Tata
Steel's efforts to reduce air pollution in its production. Additionally, he discussed CSR and awareness
initiatives undertaken by Tata Steel to reduce air pollution.
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SECOND DAY (28 MARCH)

During the second day of conference, Shri Ashutosh (JSPCB) provided in-depth information about the
National Clean Air Action Plan (NCAP). He discussed the three cities of Jharkhand coming under the
NCAP and highlighted the step Jharkhand is taking.
 

Speaking on the occasion Dr. Tanushree Bhattacharya, Associate Professor, BIT-Mesra, Ranchi
presented the various causes and consequences of air pollution on human health. She emphasized the
impact of air pollution and discussed strategies for minimizing it.

Over 100 students/National Service Scheme (NSS) members of various colleges participated in various
events aimed at youth engagement activities,  including skit, speech, quiz and drawing contest. The best
performing students were felicitated in the conference.

YOUTH ENGAGEMENTS ACTIVITIES



4

YOUR PARAGRAPH TEXT

KEY TAKEAWAYS

There should be a series of workshops and training-session to improve leadership and
communication skills for the youth to broaden their understanding on the subject matter.

More sensitisation workshops should be done on environment communication to empower and
develop communication skills that are useful in their future. 

There should be opportunities explored to engage the youth to government officials, scientists,
public intellectuals and the media personalities to enhance their leadership quality and enable them
to be torch-bearers of clean air. 

Strengthen the knowledge on air quality monitoring and AQI in order to empower the public and
ensure active citizen participation.

Develop more effective programs involving citizens for better education and creative activities to
raise environmental awareness.

Exchange of information and experience sharing among key stakeholders including community and
youth will improve understanding on air pollution. 

MEDIA COVERAGE
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Name


Organisation


 Y.K. Das, IFS Member secretary, JSPCB

Satyendra Kumar DMC Dhanbad

Sanjay Kumar Srivastava JSPCB

Dr. Manish Kumar CEED

Raghav Jha CPCB

Richa Jha CEED

Ashutosh JSPCB

Shibojyoti Dutta Environment Centre of Excellence, Tata Steel


Dr. Tanushree Bhattacharya BIT MESRA, Ranchi

Dr Somraj Chakraborty Steel Authority of India Limited

Pallavi Priyadarshini CEED

Tushar Kumar CEED

Students/NSS members CUJ, Ranchi University

PARTICIPANTS' LIST


